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Sale College is committed to providing every student 
with opportunities for personal and academic growth 
within a supportive learning environment. We aim to 
equip students with the knowledge, skills, and 
confidence to make informed decisions about their 
future, including pathways to further study, training, 
and employment. Students at Sale College are 
supported to select a program of study that aligns with 
their individual needs, interests, and aspirations. 

 
At the Macalister Campus, we foster a positive learning 
environment and provide access to a broad range of 
educational opportunities. Year 10 students have the 
option to undertake VCE units alongside their Year 10 
studies, allowing them to extend and tailor their 
learning. We also offer flexible pathway options, 
including Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
programs and School-Based Apprenticeships and 
Traineeships (SBATs). 

 
All students are provided with individual course 
counselling to ensure their programs align with their 
career goals, tertiary aspirations, and learning needs. 
Additional support during these important years is 
available through our Student Services team and 
Library, with experienced staff offering academic, 
career, and personal guidance. 

 
For enrolment enquiries, please contact the front 
office to arrange an appointment with the Campus 
Principal, relevant Team Leader, and Careers and 
Pathways staff. 

 

 
Andrew Stock 

College Principle 

A copy of this handbook is also 
available online at the Sale College 

website: 
http://www.salecollege.vic.edu.au 

 

http://www.salecollege.vic.edu.au/
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There are four programs in our senior years, these include: 

 Year 10 program 
 VCE – Victorian Certificate of Education 
 VCE VM – Vocational Major which is a program within the VCE 
 VPC – Victorian Pathway Certificate 

Year 10 Program 
The Year 10 program aims to prepare students for Years 11 and 12. When choosing your 
subjects, you should be planning not just for one year, but for the following years. You should 
consider your strengths, weaknesses and interests, and any plans for a career or further 
education. 

 
In selecting your Year 10 units, note the following: 

 English, Mathematics, Science and Healthy & Active are compulsory subjects. 
 You will choose a further 3 elective subjects per semester (6 for the whole year) from the 

following subject areas: Technology, Health and PE, Arts and Humanities. Your electives 
must be spread out over all the different subject areas 

 You can choose to do a Year 11 VCE or VCE VM subject in Year 10 in which case they 
replace one of your electives. However, students must be aware that access to VCE units 
in Year 10 will depend on academic performance and GPA in Year 9. The selection process 
for VCE subjects will involve a review of GPA scores, Semester reports and possible 
subject-specific teacher recommendations. 

 You can also choose to do a VET unit in Year 10, however this is subject to availability with 
senior students taking preference. Again this is also dependent on your literacy levels and 
your Year 9 GPA. 

 
Year 10 Students Studying VCE or VCE VM Units 
While the VCE and VCE VM is thought of as a two-year program, some students start their VCE 
or VCE VM in Year 10. At Sale College, Year 10 students have access to VCE and VCE VM units 
which may enhance their options and provide greater program flexibility. Including a VCE unit 
in the Year 10 program provides a challenge and the opportunity to broaden studies. 

 
 



VCE 
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VCE 
VCE is the default pathway for Year 11 and Year 12. It is generally a 2 year course that opens 
pathways to university, higher-level TAFE or VET certificate courses, apprenticeships, 
traineeships and the workforce. 

 
How is VCE structured? 
The VCE program is a set of semester subjects/units taken over a minimum of two years. 

 The VCE course is made up of studies and units. 
 A study is a subject, for example, English or Biology. It is made up of four units (Units 1, 2, 

3 and 4), each of which is a semester in length. 
 Students typically study Units 1 and 2 in their first year, and Units 3 and 4 in their 

second year. 
 You can study Unit 1 or Unit 2 of a subject as stand-alone units. However, any Unit 3 and 4 

study must be completed as a sequence. This sequence needs to be completed in the 
same year if a subject score is to be calculated. 

 Students usually study 20 to 24 units over Years 11 and 12. 
 You should talk to your teachers or careers counsellor about how to structure your VCE 

program to best meet your needs. 
 VCE students can study a Vocational Education Training (VET) course. 

 
What do I have to do to achieve my VCE? 
You must successfully complete at least 16 units over the two years including: 

 Three units from the English group, two of which must be a Unit 3 and 4 sequence. 
 At least three additional Unit 3 and 4 sequences. You can complete the remaining units, 

including the three sequences at Unit 3 and 4 level, in any study that interests you. This 
could even be an additional English group study, such as English Literature, on top of the 
units you take to meet the minimum English requirement. 

 VCE VET Units can also contribute towards your VCE certificate. 
 

How does assessment work in VCE? 
Units 1 and 2 are marked by your school. Your teachers will set a range of assessments to 
see how you are progressing. The assessments have deadlines and you will need to plan 
and submit your work on time. Deadlines can only be extended in special circumstances. 
For Units 1 and 2 you will receive either S (Satisfactory), or N (Non-Satisfactory). Your 
school may give you a grade for each unit, but only the S counts towards your VCE. 

 
For Units 3 and 4 you will have grades calculated from A+ to E, UG (Ungraded) or NA (Not 
Assessed) for your assessment tasks, as well as an S or N. There are three graded 
assessments for each VCE study at Unit 3 and 4 level, and all VCE VET programs with scored 
assessment will have two graded assessments. Depending on the study, these may be School-
based Assessments and/or external. Studies will also have external assessments which will be 
completed in externally supervised exams at the end of the year. 
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How does assessment work in VCE? 
School-based assessments are set by your teacher and include School-assessed 
Coursework (SAC) that is completed at school, and School-assessed Tasks (SAT) that are 
completed at school and home. These are marked at your school. The VCAA checks the 
marks to make sure that all schools in Victoria are marking to the same standard. You can 
read about the rules for marking/assessment on the VCAA website, or you can ask your 
teachers. 

 
External assessments are set and marked by the VCAA. They are the same for all 
students taking the same VCE study. Usually this will be an exam – whether written, oral, 
performance or in an electronic format. Your external assessments are marked by VCAA 
assessors who are experts in their area of study. All VCE studies are marked to the same 
standard and there are multiple checks to make sure that marking is fair. Exams are held 
each year in October and November. You will receive sufficient notice about the exact 
dates of your exams from your school. 

 
Can I start VCE in Year 10? 
Yes, you can take a VCE Unit 1 and Unit 2 in Year 10. Doing this will allow you to get an 
understanding of requirements in VCE and it will enable you to do a 3 and 4 Unit 
sequence in Year 11. 

 
Can I do a Unit 3 and 4 sequence in Year 11? 
Students entering Year 11 have the opportunity to include a Unit 3 and 4 subject. Usually 
this is the case when they have completed Unit 1 and 2 in Year 10. This should be 
seriously considered by all students who are aspiring to go to university or high-level TAFE 
for the benefit it provides to ATAR scores. 

 
In the past, Sale College students have been very successful in completing Unit 3 and 4 
subjects whilst in year 11. 



2027 Macalister Campus Curriculum Handbook 07 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Victorian Certificate of Education Vocational Major (VCE VM) is a 2 year vocational and 
applied learning program within the VCE. The program aims to prepare students with the 
skills, knowledge and confidence to successfully transfer into the workforce, apprenticeships, 
traineeships and further education, and has a greater choice and flexibility to pursue their 
strengths and interests. In the VCE VM program, students must also undertake a Vocational 
Education & Training (VET) subject at a Certificate II level or higher that will assist them in 
utilising skills and knowledge to achieve a nationally recognised qualification in their chosen 
career pathway whilst at school. (See list in VET section for TAFE courses on offer – Page 13) 

 

How is VCE VM structured? 
The VCE VM program is made up of 4 main subjects: Literacy, Numeracy, Personal 
Development Skills (PDS) and Work Related Skills (WRS). Students also have the option to 
complete VCE subjects. Students must satisfactorily complete 16 credits across Year 11 
(Units 1 and 2) and Year 12 (Units 3 and 4). 

 



VCE VM CONTINUED 
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The tables below illustrate what a Year 11 and 12 VCE VM subject selection could include. 
For example, a student may choose Units 1 and 2 Health and Human Development in 
Year 11 instead of Personal Development Skills. In Year 12 they then must complete 
Personal Development Skills and can continue with Health & Human Development instead 
of Work Related Skills. 

 

Sample Timetable 
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How does assessment work in VCE VM? 
All units in the VCE VM are marked by the school. Teachers will set a range of assessments 
in line with the curriculum. Students either receive an ‘S’ (satisfactory) or ‘N’ (not 
satisfactory) for each unit of work. If a student receives an ‘N’, they must redeem this by 
working with the teacher to receive an ‘S’. The assessments have deadlines, and all 
students will need to plan and submit all work on time. 

 
The VCE VM does not conduct external examinations other than the General Achievement Test 
(GAT) and some VCE VET programs. This means that you will not receive a study score for VCE 
VM subjects or an ATAR score. 

Victorian Pathway Certificate 
The Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) is a highly individualised pathway for students in 
Years 10 to 12. This is a pathway for students who are not able or not ready to complete 
VCE or VCE VM. The VPC is suitable for students whose previous schooling experience may 
have been disrupted for a variety of reasons, including students with additional needs, 
students who have missed significant periods of learning and vulnerable students at risk 
of disengaging from their education. Students will gain the skills, knowledge, values and 
capabilities to make informed choices about pathways into a senior secondary 
qualification, entry level Vocational Education and Training (VET) course or employment. 
The VPC can be achieved over three years and caters to the need and circumstances of 
individual students. After successfully completing the VPC your will receive a Certificate of 
Attainment which is not a senior years’ certificate. Enrolling in the VPC is on a case-by-
case basis which will require conversations with the student, their family and the school. 
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Why enrol in a VET Program? 

 
 Boost your resume with nationally recognised qualifications and units of competency. 
 Taste-test potential careers while you are still in school. 
 Gain industry experience and employability skills. 
 Gain credits towards further education via pathway opportunities post-secondary 

school. 
 Develop valuable hands on skills and experience for work, further training or 

university. 
 Study close to home and experience an adult learning environment. 

 
The Sale College VET program allows students to participate in a course delivered by local 
and other training organisations. Students attend TAFE all day on a Thursday instead of 
classes on Campus. VET programs are for two years and can be accessed in Year 10 or 
Year 11. 

 
VET can be part of VCE. Most VET certificates contribute 4 units, two at Unit 1 and 2 level 
and two at Unit 3 and 4 level. Selected VET Certificates can contribute directly to a 
student’s ATAR. 

 
Successful completion of a VCE/VET combined program can provide students with: 

 A VCE Certificate issued by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) 
and a VET Certificate issued by a Registered Training Organisation (RTO). 

 
As well as: 

 The ability to use the VET modules completed to gain credit in future apprenticeships 
or traineeships. 

 To have a better understanding of what a particular industry has to offer. 
 Workplace experience in an area in which they may gain employment. 

 
VET certificates are available to Year 10 students on a limited basis and to Year 11 and 12 
VCE students (subject to the course counselling process). Selection of a VET certificate 
may restrict the choice of subjects that can be chosen in other areas due to timetabling 
constraints. 

 
Regular attendance at VET is essential as components of work missed due to absence can 
be very difficult to catch up. 

 
VET is a requirement of VCE Vocational Major. 

 
 



2027 Macalister Campus Curriculum Handbook 11 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music (VET) 

CUA20620 Certificate II in Music 
CUA20620 Certificate II in Music is offered to students under the auspices of the College 
of Sound and Music Production (RTO #41549). This qualification is for those students who 
have an interest in music and are keen to develop skills as a producer with the aim to use 
music technology and be involved with live music events. Core units of competency in the 
program include developing and updating industry knowledge, participating in work, 
health and safety processes and working effectively with others. The elective units in the 
program allow students to develop skills in audio skills and knowledge, maintaining audio 
equipment, live sound and editing audio. It is offered as a stand-alone, or preparatory 
program and pathway, into the Certificate III in Music Sound Production course. The 
Certificate II In Music is a one-year course. 
 

 
Contribution to VCE/VCE VM 
VCE/VCE VM: Students who complete Certificate II in Music receive two Units of credit at 
the Unit 1 & 2 level. 

 
CUA30920 Certificate III in Music (Sound Production) 
CUA30920 Certificate III in Music (Sound Production) is offered to students under the 
auspices of the College of Sound and Music Production (RTO #41549). Sound Production 
Specialisation provides students with the practical skills and knowledge to record, mix and 
edit sound sources, and operate sound reinforcement equipment for live music events. 
The program includes core units such as implementing copyright arrangements, 
performing basic sound editing and developing music knowledge. Elective units provide 
students with the opportunity to learn the essentials of audio engineering and electronic 
music production. Students will gain competencies that will enhance their employment 
opportunities within the music, and a recognised qualification that will assist them in 
making a more informed choice when considering vocational and career pathways. The 
Certificate III In Music (Sound Production) is a two-year course. 
 

 
Contribution to VCE/VCE VM: 
VCE/VCE VM: Students will be eligible for up to five Units of credit towards their VCE. Up to 
three at the Unit 1 & 2 level and a Unit 3 & 4 sequence. 

 
ATAR: Students wishing to receive an ATAR contribution for the Unit 3 & 4 sequence must 
undertake scored assessment for the purposes of gaining a study score. This study score can 
contribute directly to the primary four or as a fifth or sixth study. 
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CPC20220 Certificate II in Construction Pathways  
The CPC20220 Certificate II in Construction Pathways is a nationally recognised, pre-
vocational qualification that provides students with an introduction to employment and 
training pathways within the construction industry, excluding plumbing. 
The qualification is designed to develop foundational skills, workplace knowledge, and safe 
work practices relevant to the construction sector. It includes core units that reflect skills 
commonly required across construction pathways and elective units that allow students to 
gain introductory experience in areas such as carpentry, bricklaying, joinery, and general 
construction. This qualification does not result in a trade outcome. 
Successful completion of this qualification may provide credit towards a construction 
industry Australian Apprenticeship, subject to the requirements of the employer, RTO, and 
relevant regulatory authorities. 

 

Training Provider and Delivery 
Students are enrolled with AIET (121314). Training and assessment are delivered face to face 
on campus and are scheduled over a two-year period as part of the school’s VET program. 

 

Entry Requirements 
There are no formal prerequisites for entry into this qualification. Students should 
demonstrate a basic level of literacy and numeracy appropriate for participation in training 
and assessment. 

 

Fees and Resources 
There are no tuition fees for this course. Students are required to provide their own steel-
capped safety boots. The school supplies a high-visibility top and other necessary personal 
protective equipment. 

 

Student Support Services 
Support services are available to assist students throughout the course. These include 
academic support from qualified VET trainers and assessors, career counselling through the 
school’s careers advisor, and wellbeing support through the school counsellor. 



VET 
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VET Certificates are made up of Modules or Units of work 

 
Each module covers a set of knowledge or skills (referred to as a competency), which must be 
successfully completed to achieve the certificate. Some of the theory work is expected to be 
completed at home, particularly if the student misses any classes. 

 

VET Certificates on Offer 
 Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Preparation 
 Certificate II in Building and Construction Pre-Apprenticeship (Carpentry) 
 Certificate II in Animal Studies 
 Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care 
 Certificate II in Engineering, Fabrication and Fitting 
 Certificate II in Kitchen Operations 
 Certificate II in Electrotechnology (Career Start) 
 Certificate III in Health Service 
 Hair and Beauty Skills Set Certificate II 
 Certificate II and III in Music Industry (Technical Production) 
 Certificate II in Community Services 
 Certificate II in Agriculture 

 
All VET Certificates will only run if there are sufficient enrolments. 
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Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
VET Programs allow students to simultaneously complete their school certificate and 
obtain a TAFE qualification. Many of the programs incorporate structured Work 
Placements involving on the job instruction. Sale College offers a wide range of VET in the 
senior years programs. 

University Enhancement Program 

Students have the opportunity to extend their VCE program by studying a University 
subject in Year 12. This is an exciting and challenging option for very capable and 
motivated students. Further information is available from the Careers Advisors. 

 

Work Experience/Work Placement 
Work experience is available to all students in Years 10, 11 and 12 depending on their 
interests and subject load. Work Experience Placements provide many students with a link 
between school and their future in the workplace. 

School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SBAT) 
Students can complete training in a variety of part-time apprenticeships and traineeships 
as part of their school program. The work component may be completed outside school 
hours or sometimes will take as much as two days a week. SBAT's cannot be selected but 
need to be negotiated with employers. 

 

Head Start 
Head Start is an Apprenticeship and Traineeship pathway for school students aimed at 
giving them just that. Head Start allows students to undertake their VCE or VM for up to 
three years so they can spend more time in paid, on-the-job training to develop skills 
employers need. Head Start students leave secondary school with their VCE or VCE VM 
and the recognition for completing or near completed their Apprenticeship or 
Traineeship. 

 
How Does Head Start Work? 
Depending on the needs of the employer, students attend schools some days and work 
on others. At a minimum, students will undertake paid employment for one day per week 
in Year 10, two days per week in Year 11 and three days per week in Year 12. 
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English 

(Whole year core subject) 
Year 10 students complete a common course that enables them to develop their skills in 
reading and viewing, writing and speaking and listening. The course is specifically 
designed to prepare students for Year 11 and 12 VCE English or VCE VM Literacy as well as 
life outside the classroom. 

 
Applied English 
Is offered for students wanting to have a VCE VM Literacy pathway. (There is a selection 
process for this subject). 

 
Advanced English 
is also offered for students who seek to be challenged further in English and advance the 
complexity of their skills. (There is a selection process for this subject). 
Students must do English in both semesters. 

Maths 

(Whole year core subject) 
The level of difficulty of the mathematics unit that the student will be offered at Year 10 will 
be determined by results in Year 9. Where this does not satisfy the educational aspirations 
of the student’s family an interviewing panel will make the final recommendation. 
Some students (particularly those who are from the SEAL program in Year 9) will be offered 
the Year 10 Advanced Mathematics or, on rare occasions, Year 11 Mathematical Methods. 

 
Advanced Maths 
If you wish to go on with a career in maths such as engineering, electronics, science, 
architecture, IT, aviation, medical or simply wish to keep all your maths options open, then 
this is the course for you. You will be expected to have achieved a high level of maths skills 
in Year 9 and be motivated to face the challenge mastering the mathematics necessary to 
go on to Year 11 and 12 Mathematical Methods and/or Specialist Mathematics Units 1, 2, 3 
and 4. 

 
Standard Maths 
This is a Year 10 course with sufficient depth to prepare you for Year 11 Foundation Maths 
Units 1 and 2, Year 11 General Mathematics Unit 1 and 2, Foundation Maths Units 3 and 4 
General Mathematics Unit 3 and 4 in Year 12 and thus satisfy the mathematical 
requirements of the majority of tertiary courses beyond this. It will also prepare you for 
both VCE VM and TAFE courses, and give you confidence in using mathematics in future 
training. 

 
 



2027 Macalister Campus Curriculum Handbook 16 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Science 

(Whole year core subject) 
 

At Year 10 the Science course aims to: 
 Prepare students for study in VCE Chemistry, Physics, Biology or Psychology. 
 Give students an appreciation of the role of scientific knowledge, skills and thinking in 

all aspects of their lives. 
 Support students to develop the important scientific skills of questioning, predicting, 

planning, evaluating and analysing information, and communicating scientific ideas 
and information. 

 
Semester 1 
In this semester students will continue to develop their scientific skills including making 
connections, communicating effectively, and thinking critically. In the first unit students 
will investigate fire science and the combustion of fuels as an energy source and explore 
how Indigenous Australians use fire to protect and heal Country. They will examine the 
impacts of using non-renewable fuels and research the transition to using renewable 
energy resources. In the second unit students will continue to test scientific theories and 
ideas through experimentation and research involving natural selection and evolution 
and they will build on their understanding of the structure of matter and ways of 
classifying chemical reactions. 

 
Semester 2 
In second semester, students will firstly study genetics, where they will explore the 
structure of DNA, the process of inheritance and conduct research into genetic disorders. 
Secondly, students will investigate useful chemical substances and the ways in which the 
rate of a chemical reaction can be influenced. Thirdly, through a range of practical 
investigations, students will explore the motion of objects and explain the interaction of 
forces and exchanges of energy. 

 
Psychology (Semester Based Elective) 
This unit will be a pathway for students intending to study VCE Psychology. It will 
introduce you to the scientific study of Psychology as the investigation into human 
behaviour and mental processes. The application and understanding of ethical principles 
in conducting psychological research and practice is analysed and evaluated. Students 
learn about different methods and models that describe and explain human behaviour. 
Topics covered include, Mental Health, States of Consciousness and Sleep, Personality and 
Memory. We examine the brain and nervous system as a whole structure and investigate 
their role in affecting human behaviour. 
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Arts 
Art Making and Exhibiting 
Students will complete one unit in printmaking and one unit in portraiture, exploring a 
diverse range of media, materials and techniques to develop and refine their artistic 
practice. Throughout the course, students will analyse and discuss the use of art elements 
and principles in the work of contemporary and historical artists, as well as in their own 
artworks. Students will investigate how artists communicate ideas, identity and meaning 
through visual language, experimentation and creative processes. They will be 
encouraged to develop individual responses through choice of subject matter, drawing 
inspiration from art movements, artist research and the appropriation of styles, 
techniques and concepts to inform their own artmaking and exhibiting practices. Students 
will display learned skills in a Common Assessment Task (CAT) at the end of each term. 

 
Art Creative Practice 
Students will explore major art movements and the influential artists who shaped them. 
Students will experiment with and apply a variety of artistic techniques to convey themes, 
emotions, and messages through visual elements. By studying art elements and 
principles, students will learn to communicate meaning in their artwork and respond 
thoughtfully to the work of others. 

 
Coursework includes creating original pieces — such as paintings, prints, drawings, and 
computer-generated images — inspired by historical and contemporary artists. Students 
will maintain a folio to document their creative process, research notes, and completed 
artworks. Throughout the course, they will engage in art analysis and critical reflection, 
deepening their appreciation of how art can express complex ideas and reflect cultural 
contexts. At the end of each term, students will demonstrate their skills and 
understanding in a Common Assessment Task (CAT), showcasing both their technical 
abilities and their capacity for visual storytelling. 

 
 

Visual Communication and Design 
Students will develop an understanding of the design process and an ability to create, 
both conventional and creative drawings. They will undertake a range of tasks to explore 
design principles, elements and their expressive potential for visual communications. 
They will also develop their understanding of technical, perspective and visualisation 
drawing. Students will analyse visual communication works by others to develop an 
appreciation of good design. The work carried out lays the foundation for the depth of 
skills required for the study of this subject at the VCE level. Students will display learned 
skills in a Common Assessment Task (CAT) at the end of each term. 
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Arts continued... 
Media 
Students will explore a range of contemporary media techniques within the format of 
photography, print and film. This unit will develop the students understanding of the 
manipulation of the codes and conventions of media studies. Students will learn to use a 
range of equipment and technology and maintain a record of how ideas develop in the 
creating, making and presenting of media products. Students will study the codes and 
conventions of the ‘Thriller’ genre by analysing the production and story elements of a 
number of films and use this knowledge to create their own media productions. Students 
will record their progress with the use of a digital folio. Skills and knowledge gained 
throughout the term will be utilised in the completion of a Common Assessment Task 
(CAT) at the end of each term. 

 
Music Performance 
Throughout this subject student are expected to play, or be willing to learn, instruments 
to use in performance opportunities throughout each term. In this subject, students will 
explore and apply key theory and aural concepts, instrumental techniques and digital 
technologies to create, rehearse and perform pieces of music to their selected audiences. 
In addition, students will listen to and analyse a variety of different musical pieces and 
styles to further develop their instrumental and performance techniques and musical 
appreciation. Finally, students will participate in planning  and performing  in an end 
of semester performance or have the opportunity to perform in the annual Music Gala 
event. It is recommended that any student who is wanting to do VCE Music choose this 
subject. 
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Health and Physical Education 
 

Healthy and Active (Whole year core subject) 
Through a split between theoretical and practical elements, this course aims to help 
inform students what has a positive impact on their health and the community. They will 
gain skills in managing situations where their own or others’ safety and wellbeing may be 
at risk. This is achieved through exploring topics such as alcohol, first aid, life skills, 
smoking/vaping, sexual education, behavioural changes, and mental health first aid 
training. In the practical components, students will have the opportunity to engage in a 
wide variety of team and individual sports/ games to increase their activity levels. 

 
Physical Education 
Through a largely practical approach, students will participate in minor and major games 
associated with the following sports: Netball, Basketball, Ultimate Frisbee, Tchoukball, 
Rugby/NFL, Volleyball, AFL, Soccer, Hockey, Lacrosse, Badminton, Tennis/Table Tennis, 
Cricket, Baseball, and a wide variety of other activities with an aim to instill lifelong 
physical activity. Students will explore a range of ways they can perform specialised 
movement skills in many different contexts and reflect on different ways they can move 
the body and identify opportunities on how to be successful. In theory, we delve into an 
introduction of VCE PE in looking at major muscles/ bones of the body, the 
cardiovascular/respiratory systems and training principals/ programs 
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Humanities 

Commerce 
This subject encompasses business and economics, and civics and citizenship curricula. 

 
In the first term, students will identify and explain the indicators of economic performance 
and examine how Australia’s economy is performing. Students investigate Australia as a 
trading nation and its place within Asia and the global economy and explain the links 
between economic performance and living standards. 

 
In the second term, students describe the key features of Australia’s court system, discuss 
challenges to and ways of sustaining a resilient democracy and cohesive society and 
discuss the key principles of Australia’s justice system. Students will investigate one High 
Court case and examine it’s impact on our laws and everyday lives. This subject encourages 
students to become informed citizens, understanding the legal and economic systems 
which govern society. It allows students the opportunity examine the legal system and 
impact of economic factors which influence their lives. 

 
History 
World War I, was at the time referred to as “the war to end all wars.” The victorious Western 
nations dominated the peace negotiations and through the creation of the Treaty of 
Versailles, Germany was held responsible for starting World War I and imposed harsh 
terms were imposed on the Germans. How did the Treaty of Versailles lead to World War II? 

 
What social, economic, political and cultural shifts occurred during the inter-war-period? 
What lead to World War II? Students investigate the inter-war-period and the causes of 
World War II, significant events, turning points and the nature of warfare. Students explore 
and analyse the Holocaust and the lasting effects. How was the Holocaust humanly 
possible? 

 
What are human rights and freedoms? How was Australia involved in the development of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights? What are the causes of the struggle of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples for rights and freedoms? How did 
international civil rights movements influence Australia’s civil rights movement? What 
methods did Australian civil rights activists employ? Students investigate the chronology of 
the civil rights movement in Australia, explaining the patterns of continuity and change 
over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and developments and identify 
motives and actions of people at the time. Students evaluate the significance of individuals 
and groups and how they were influenced by the beliefs and values of their society. They 
evaluate different interpretations of the past. 
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Humanities continued... 

Geography 
Geography is the study of the physical features of the Earth and its atmosphere, as well as 
how human activity impacts and is influenced by them. The Year 10 course examines two 
areas of study that allow students to explore a wide range of geographical issues. 
Students explore the concept of wellbeing in Geography and identify how the 
environment can create inequality in different countries’ wellbeing. During this area of 
study students will have the opportunity to define wellbeing, identify ways wellbeing can 
be measured by geographers and analyse data to demonstrate how the environment 
impacts upon the world’s population. 

 
In the second area of study students evaluate how human activity changes the 
environment, in either positive or negative ways. Students explore geographical 
questions, completing secondary research as well as conducting fieldwork to come to 
conclusions about human activity on the Earth. By the end of the unit students will have 
had the opportunity to explore how the environment impacts us but also how we change 
the environment, ensuring that we think about sustainable futures for all. 

 
Technology 

Product Design and Technology 
This Product Design unit focuses on developing practical skills alongside the theoretical 
knowledge involved in the design and creation of a product. Students will learn about the 
design process, the role of a designer and apply this knowledge as a maker. Students will 
be required to consider the needs of the ‘end-user/s’ to develop a design brief for a 
product and learn how to use visualisation sketches and computer aided design (CAD) 
software to create a designed solution. Within the process of making projects, students 
explore the properties of a range of materials in conjunction with the tools, equipment 
and processes needed to safely transform these materials into products. Materials may 
include: metal and wood, ceramics, textiles and plastics. Students will develop skills in 
using a range of electrical and hand tools and will be expected to learn and apply safe 
working practices. 
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Technology continued... 

Food Technology 
Throughout the Year 10 unit of Food Technology students analyse and make judgements 
on how the sensory and functional properties of food influence the design and 
preparation of sustainable food solutions for healthy eating. 

 
Students will explore the functional properties of ingredients and investigate through 
practical experiences how a variety of cooking methods and heat transfer techniques 
influence food preparation and outcomes. 

 
Students will develop an understanding of the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating to 
support informed decisions about balanced diets and cooking healthy meals. 
In addition, students will investigate food allergies and intolerances, learning how to 
adapt recipes and substitute ingredients to accommodate a variety of dietary 
requirements. They will construct practical skills in reading and interpreting food labels, 
enabling them to better understand nutritional information to make informed food 
choices. 

 
Computing 
Digital Technologies comprises of three related strands: Digital Systems, Data and 
Information, and Creating Digital Solutions. 

 
Digital Systems: The focus is on the hardware, software and network components of 
digital systems. Students initially learn about a range of hardware and software, and 
progress to an understanding of how data is transmitted between components within a 
system, and how the hardware and software interact to form networks. 

 
Data and Information: Students design and build databases. We focus on the properties 
of data, how it is collected and represented, and how it is interpreted in context to 
produce information. Students learn how data is represented and structured symbolically 
for use by digital systems, as well as techniques for collecting, managing and organising 
data that is used to solve problems and create and communicate ideas and information. 

 
Digital Solutions – Web Design and Online Security: Explores the interrelated processes 
and associated skills by which students create digital solutions. Students engage in the 
four processes of analysing, designing, developing and evaluating. Creating Digital 
Solutions requires skills in using digital systems and computational, design and systems 
thinking, and interacting safely by using appropriate technical and social protocols. 
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English 

Units 1 & 2 

*Subject to changes in the Study Design 

Year 11 English aims to develop critical understanding and control of language and the 
ability to apply this in a range of contexts. There are three main areas of study: 

1. Reading and Exploring Texts: students engage in reading and viewing texts with a focus 
on personal connections with the story. 

2. Crafting Texts: students engage with and develop an understanding of effective and 
cohesive writing. 

3. Exploring Argument: students consider the way arguments are developed and delivered 
in many forms of media. They will explore the ways argument and language can be 
used to position an audience; and to construct a point of view text for oral 
presentation. 

 
Units 3 & 4 
In Year 12 English there are four main areas of study: 

1. Reading and responding to texts: (book, film, media) for comprehension, enjoyment and 
discrimination. Students will develop an analytical response to a set text in written 
form. 

2. Creating Texts: students will demonstrate effective writing skills by producing their own 
texts, designed to respond to a specific context and audience to achieve a stated 
purpose; and to explain their decisions made through writing processes. 

3. Analysing Argument: students analyse the use of argument and language, and visuals 
in texts that debate a contemporary and significant national or international issues 
and develop and present a point of view text. 

4. Presenting argument: students will present a sustained and reasoned oral point of view 
on an issue. 

 
The study focuses on students taking increasing responsibility for their language 
development, with the intention of developing a level of competence adequate for the 
demands of post school employment and further education. 
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General Maths 
Units 1 and 2 
This is suitable for students who in the future, wish to complete apprenticeships, TAFE 
courses or university courses which do not have a high level maths prerequisite. This 
course is an excellent preparation for General Mathematics 3 and 4 or VCE VM Numeracy, 
but it does not provide the background for Mathematical Methods or Specialist 
Mathematics. 

Units 3 and 4 
General Mathematics is suitable for students wishing to complete apprenticeships, TAFE 
courses and many university courses. Unit 3 includes the topics of Statistics and Finance, 
and Unit 4 Matrices and Networks. Students are required to do two SACs each semester 
that contribute 40% to their final mark. Two end of year exams contribute the other 60%. 
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Mathematical Methods 

Units 1 and 2 
Mathematical Methods is recommended for students wishing to consider a tertiary course 
in the future and are competent in algebra. It is a prerequisite for a significant number of 
tertiary courses, being designed to provide a suitable foundation for further studies in 
science, business, computing and engineering courses. 

 
Unit 1 involves the study of Algebra (formulae and equations), Functions and Graphs 
(straight lines, parabolas and cubics) and introductory Calculus (gradient and rates of 
change). 

 
Unit 2 builds on each area of study covered in Unit 1. It includes Probability, Algebra, 
Graphs of Circular and Exponential Functions and Calculus (differentiation and anti-
differentiation). 

 
NB. Students will be assessed via topic tests, projects, problem solving and an exam at the 
end of each semester. 

 
Units 3 and 4 
Incorporated are the topics and techniques of Co-ordinate Geometry, Algebra, Calculus, 
Trigonometric Functions and Statistics and Probability. Mathematical Methods 3 and 4 
builds and extends heavily on material developed in Mathematical Methods 1 and 2 and 
therefore a strong grounding and success in these previous units is a requirement. 
Overall the study of Mathematical Methods is a key requirement of many tertiary courses, 
particularly those involving science, medical, engineering and computing. Internal 
assessment 40%. Two exams in November contributing 60% to overall grade. 
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Specialist Mathematics 

Units 1 and 2 
Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provide a course of study for students who wish to 
undertake an in-depth study of mathematics, with an emphasis on concepts, skills and 
processes related to mathematical structure, modelling, problem-solving, reasoning and 
proof. This study has a focus on interest in the discipline of mathematics and 
investigation of a broad range of applications, as well as development of a sound 
background for further studies in mathematics and mathematics related fields. 

 
Units 3 and 4 
Specialist Mathematics is the mathematics subject for those students who require a very 
thorough mathematics background. It is the subject for those who are highly capable 
mathematics students. 

 
Specialist Maths must be studied concurrently with Maths Methods 3 and 4 and you will 
find that it helps you understand your “Methods” work. It also has a strong connection to 
Physics and the two subjects complement each other. 

 
Specialist Maths is a prerequisite for a number of tertiary courses. Topics studied are 
Trigonometry, Algebra, Complex Numbers, Vectors, Coordinate Geometry Calculus and 
Kinematics and Mechanics. 

 
Assessment - comprising 40% internal via projects and test and 60% via two external 
exams held in November. 
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Biology 

Unit 1: How do organisms regulate their function? 
In this unit students examine the cell as the structural and functional unit of life, from the 
single celled to the multicellular organism, including the requirements for sustaining 
cellular processes. Students focus on cell growth, replacement and death and the role of 
stem cells in differentiation, specialisation and renewal of cells. They explore how systems 
function through cell specialisation in vascular plants and animals, and consider the role 
homeostatic mechanisms play in maintaining an animal’s internal environment. Students 
will also conduct an independent experimental project. 

 
Unit 2: How does inheritance impact on diversity? 
Students explore reproduction and the transmission of biological information from 
generation to generation and the impact this has on species diversity. They apply their 
understanding of chromosomes to explain the process of meiosis. Students explain the 
inheritance of characteristics and analyse patterns of inheritance. They analyse the 
advantages and disadvantages of asexual and sexual reproductive strategies, including 
the use of reproductive cloning technologies. Students study structural, physiological and 
behavioural adaptations that enhance an organism’s survival. They consider contributions 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge and perspectives in understanding the 
survival of organisms in Australian ecosystems. A student-directed research investigation 
into issues associated with genetics and gene technologies is undertaken. 

 
Unit 3: How do cells maintain life? 
In this unit students investigate the workings of the cell from several perspectives. They 
explore the relationship between nucleic acids and proteins as key molecules in cellular 
processes. Students examine the biological consequences of manipulating the DNA 
molecule and applying biotechnologies. They explore the molecular processes involved in 
photosynthesis and cellular respiration. Students apply their knowledge of cellular 
processes through investigation of case studies, data analyses and bioethical issues. 

 
Unit 4: How does life change and respond to challenges? 
In this unit students consider the continual change and challenges to which life on Earth has 
been, and continues to be, subjected to. They study the human immune system and the 
interactions between its components to provide immunity to a specific pathogen. 
Students consider how evolutionary biology is based on the accumulation of evidence 
over time. They investigate the impact of various change events on a population’s gene 
pool and the biological consequences of changes in allele frequencies. Students examine 
the evidence for relatedness between species and change in life forms over time using 
evidence from palaeontology, structural morphology, molecular homology and 
comparative genomics. Students will also design and undertake an investigation related 
to their studies and present methodologies, findings and conclusion in a scientific poster. 
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Chemistry 

Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials be explained? 
In this unit students investigate the chemical structures and properties of a range of 
materials. Students conduct practical investigations exploring: reactivity series of metals, 
separation of mixtures by chromatography, use of precipitation reactions to identify ionic 
compounds, determination of empirical formulas and synthesis of polymers. 
In this unit students use chemistry terminology including symbols, formulas, chemical 
nomenclature and equations to represent and explain observations and data. 
A student-directed research investigation into the sustainable production or use of a 
selected material is to be undertaken in Area of Study 3. 

 
Unit 2: How do chemical reactions shape the natural world? 
In this unit students analyse and compare different substances dissolved in water and the 
gases that may be produced in chemical reactions. They explore applications of acid-base 
and redox reactions in society. Students conduct practical investigations involving the 
specific heat capacity of water, acid-base and redox reactions, solubility, molar volume of 
a gas, volumetric analysis, and the use of a calibration curve. A student-adapted or 
student-designed scientific investigation is undertaken in Area of Study 3. The 
investigation involves the generation of primary data and is related to the production of 
gases, acid-base or redox reactions, or the analysis of substances in water. 

 
Unit 3: How can chemical processes be designed to optimise efficiency? 
In this unit students explore energy options and renewability. Students compare and 
evaluate different chemical energy resources, including fossil fuels, biofuels, galvanic cells 
and fuel cells. They investigate the combustion of fuels, the design and operating 
principles of galvanic cells, fuel cells and electrolytic cells. They investigate equilibrium 
systems and the rate of reaction to explain the conditions that will improve the efficiency 
and percentage yield of chemical processes. 

 
Unit 4: How are organic compounds categorised, analysed and used? 
The carbon atom has unique characteristics that explain the diversity and number of 
organic compounds that not only constitute living tissues but are also found in the fuels, 
foods, medicines and many of the materials we use in everyday life. In this unit students 
investigate the structural features, bonding, typical reactions and uses of the major 
families of organic compounds. They process data from instrumental analyses of organic 
compounds to confirm or deduce organic structures and perform volumetric analyses to 
determine the concentrations of organic chemicals in mixtures. Students investigate how 
synthetic organic compounds can be used with a focus on Medicinal Chemistry. 
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Physics 

Unit 1: What ideas explain the physical world? 
The students start their studies in Physics looking at heat and thermodynamics. They 
learn about the particle model of matter and how it relates to thermal energy, conduction, 
convection, radiation and equilibrium. This develops to an understanding of human 
enhanced greenhouse effect, the implications of electricity production using fossil fuels, 
and conserving energy through clever design. Students then progress to electric circuits 
basics; voltage, current and resistance as well as diodes and thermistors. The course 
wraps up with a look at the genesis of the Universe and the elementary particles that 
comprise all matter. 

 
Unit 2: What do experiments reveal about the physical world? 
This unit starts with nuclear physics; radioactive isotopes and their decay, types of 
radiation, nuclear fusion and fission. Students then have a thorough introduction to 
motion covering; the use of vectors and graphs to represent motion, equations of motion, 
motion due to gravity, momentum and Newton’s three laws of motion, torque, work and 
the relationship between energy and motion. 
Students engage in autonomous research, design and conduct an experiment that 
attempts to answer the question. 

 
Unit 3: How do fields explain motion and electricity? 
Students will examine how things move without physical contact, exploring gravitational, 
electric and magnetic forces. They look into the production of electricity and the 
processes involved with transferring electricity into homes. They study motion in one and 
two dimension through the Newtonian model. Explore Einstein’s theory of special 
relativity and how if effects time and length. They also investigate theoretically and 
practically the relationships between force, energy and mass. 

 
Unit 4: How can two contradictory models explain both light and matter? 
In this unit students study the behaviour of light, how it moves and reacts with 
matter.They start off by looking at mechanical waves including sound and resonant 
frequencies of objects to get a good understanding of how waves travel and react. They 
then investigate the behaviour and production of light including synchrotron light. This 
then moves into comparing the behaviour and similarities of light and matter. 
Finally, the students will design and undertake their own practical experiment where they 
can put all their scientific knowledge to practise to answer their own question. 
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Psychology 
Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental processes shaped? 
In this unit students examine the complex nature of psychological development, including 
situations where psychological development may not occur as expected. They will 
examine the contribution that knowledge from different societies and cultures has on 
psychological development and to the development of psychological models and theories. 
Students will investigate the structure and functioning of the human brain and the role it 
plays in mental processes and behaviour and explore brain plasticity and the influence 
that brain damage may have on a person’s psychological functioning. Students undertake 
an investigation that involves the exploration of research, methodology and methods, as 
well as the application of critical thinking. 

 
Unit 2: How do external factors influence behaviour and mental processes? 
In this unit students evaluate the role social cognition plays in a person’s attitudes, 
perception of themselves and relationships with others. Students will explore a variety of 
factors and contexts that can influence the behaviour of individuals and groups and 
cultures. Students investigate how perception of stimuli enables a person to interact with 
the world around them and how their perception of stimuli can be distorted. Students 
investigate the generation of primary data and is related to internal and external factors 
that influence behaviour and mental processes. 

 
Unit 3: How does experience affect behaviour and mental processes? 
In this unit students investigate the contribution that classical and contemporary research 
has made to the understanding of the functioning of the nervous system, biological, 
psychological and social factors that influence learning and memory. Students investigate 
how the human nervous system enables a person to interact with the world around them. 
Students investigate how mechanisms of learning and memory lead to the acquisition of 
knowledge and the development of new and changed behaviours. They consider models 
to explain learning and memory as well as the interconnectedness of brain regions 
involved in memory. 

 
Unit 4: How is wellbeing developed and maintained? 
In this unit students explore the demand for sleep and the influences of sleep on mental 
wellbeing. They study the impact that changes to a person’s sleep-wake cycle and sleep 
hygiene have on a person’s psychological functioning and consider the contribution that 
classical and contemporary research has made to the understanding of sleep. Students 
consider ways in which mental wellbeing may be defined, including social and emotional 
wellbeing (SEWB) as a multidimensional and holistic framework to wellbeing. They explore 
how mental wellbeing can be supported by considering the importance of biopsychosocial 
protective factors and cultural determinants as integral to the wellbeing of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
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Physical Education 
Unit 1: Human Body in Motion 
In this unit students explore how the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems work 
together to produce movement. Through practical activities students explore the 
relationships between the body systems and physical activity, sport and exercise, and how 
the systems adapt and adjust to the demands of the activity. Students investigate the role 
and function of the main structures in each system and how they respond to physical 
activity, sport and exercise. They explore how the capacity and functioning of each system 
acts as an enabler or barrier to movement and participation in physical activity. They 
consider the implications of the use of legal and illegal practices to improve the 
performance of the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems, evaluating perceived 
benefits and describing potential harms. They also recommend and implement strategies 
to minimise the risk of illness or injury to each system. 

 
Unit 2: Physical Activity, Sport and Society 
This unit develops students’ understanding of physical activity, sport and society from a 
participatory perspective. Students are introduced to types of physical activity and the 
role participation in physical activity and sedentary behaviour plays in their own health 
and wellbeing as well as in other people’s lives in different population groups. Through a 
series of practical activities, students experience and explore different types of physical 
activity promoted in their own and different population groups. They then create and 
participate in an activity plan that meets the physical activity and sedentary behaviour 
guidelines relevant to the particular population group being studied. Students study and 
apply the social-ecological model and/or the Youth Physical Activity Promotion Model to 
critique a range of individual- and settings-based strategies that are effective in 
promoting participation in some form of regular physical activity. 

 
Unit 3: Movement Skills and Energy for Physical Activity 
This unit introduces students to the biomechanical and skill acquisition principles used to 
analyse human movement skills and energy production from a physiological perspective. 
Students use a variety of tools and techniques to analyse movement skills and apply 
biomechanical and skill acquisition principles to improve and refine movement in physical 
activity, sport and exercise. They use practical activities to demonstrate how correct 
application of these principles can lead to improved performance in physical activity and 
sport. Students investigate the relative contribution and interplay of the three energy 
systems to performance in physical activity, sport and exercise. Students explore the 
causes of fatigue and consider different strategies used to postpone fatigue and promote 
recovery. 
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Physical Education 
Unit 4: Training to Improve Performance 
In this unit students analyse movement skills from a physiological, psychological and 
sociocultural perspective, and apply relevant training principles and methods to improve 
performance within physical activity at an individual, club and elite level. Improvements in 
performance, in particular fitness, depend on the ability of the individual and/or coach to 
gain, apply and evaluate knowledge and understanding of training. Students analyse skill 
frequencies, movement patterns, heart rates and work to rest ratios to determine the 
requirements of an activity. Students participate in a variety of training sessions designed 
to improve or maintain fitness and evaluate the effectiveness of different training 
methods. 
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Health and Human Development 

 
Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing 
This unit looks at health and wellbeing as a concept with varied and evolving perspectives 
and definitions. As a foundation to the understanding of health, students investigate the 
World Health Organization’s (WHO) definition and also explore other interpretations. 
Students will also focus on the health and wellbeing of Australia’s youth and conduct 
independent research into a selected area of interest. Lastly students explore food and 
nutrition as foundations for good health and wellbeing. 

 
Unit 2: Managing health and development 
This area of study examines the developmental transitions from youth to adulthood, with 
a focus on expected changes, significant decisions, and protective factors, including 
behaviours. Following this is an exploration and analysis of youth’s health literacy on the 
Australian health care system. 

 
Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalised world 
This area of study explores health and wellbeing and illness as complex, dynamic and 
subjective concepts. While the major focus is on the health of Australians, Unit 3 also 
emphasises that Australia’s health is not isolated from the rest of the world with an 
inquiry into the WHO’s prerequisites for health and wellbeing. Secondly, students will 
learn about different approaches to public health over time, with an emphasis on 
changes and strategies that have succeeded in improving health and wellbeing. 

 
Unit 4: Health and human development in a global context 
This unit starts by looking at similarities and differences in health status of low, middle 
and high-income countries. Students will investigate a range of factors that contribute to 
health inequalities, along with the concepts of sustainability, human development and the 
HDI. From this, students will then look at action for promoting health globally, in the 
rationale, objectives and interdependencies of the UN’s SDGs. 
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Outdoor and Environmental Studies 

Throughout Outdoor Education, students are required to attend numerous practical outdoor experiences such as 
excursions, guided tours, overnight and multi-day camps. These experiences provide students with the opportunity to 
put theory into practice and are pivotal for assessment within Outdoor Education. Attendance on practical experiences 
is compulsory. Practical experiences from previous years includes hiking, canoeing, surfing, tree-planting, rock climbing, 
snowboarding and more. 

Unit 1: Connections with outdoor environments 
This unit examines ways in which Indigenous and Non-Indigenous peoples understand and 
relate to nature through experiencing outdoor environments. The focus is on individuals and 
their personal responses to experiencing outdoor environments. Students are provided with 
the opportunity to explore the many ways in which nature is understood and perceived, and 
they will develop a clear understanding of the range of motivations for interacting with 
outdoor environments and the factors that impact individuals access. Students will consider 
factors that affect outdoor experiences and how different technologies influence the ways 
humans understand nature. Throughout Unit 1, students will contribute to organising and 
designing safe and sustainable outdoor experiences. 

 
Unit 2: Discovering outdoor environments 
This unit focuses on different ways to understand outdoor environments and the impact of 
humans on outdoor environments. Students will study the effects of natural changes and 
impacts of land management practices on the sustainability of outdoor environments. They 
will develop the practical skills required to minimise the impact of humans on outdoor 
environments. They will be required to reflect on their experiences and examine case studies 
regarding the use and management of natural environments. 

 
Unit 3: Relationships with outdoor environments 
The focus of this unit is the ecological, historical and social contexts of relationships between 
humans and outdoor environments in Australia. Students will examine case studies to 
understand the changing nature of human relationships with outdoor environments in 
Australia over 60,000 years. They will consider the factors that influence relationships with 
outdoor environments. This unit requires students to attend multiple experiences in outdoor 
environments where they will recognise the impact of human interactions and reflect upon 
theory learnt within these environments. 

 
Unit 4: Sustainable Outdoor Relationships 
In this unit students explore the sustainable use and management of outdoor environments. 
Students will observe and assess the health of outdoor environments and consider the 
importance of environments being healthy for future generations. They will examine 
sustainability and investigate acts and conventions put in place to maintain the health of 
Australian environments. Students will attend a range of outdoor experiences requiring them 
to investigate the health of, and care for the environment. Students will investigate how 
individuals and community members take action towards promoting sustainable and healthy 
outdoor environments. 
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Business Management 

The study of VCE Business Management leads to opportunities across all facets of the 
business and management field such as small business owner, project manager, human 
resource manager, operations manager or executive manager. Further study can lead to 
specialisation in areas such as marketing, public relations and event management. 

 
Unit 1: Planning a Business 
Businesses are major contributors to the economic and social wellbeing of a nation. 
Taking a business idea and planning how to make it a reality are the cornerstones of 
economic and social development. In this unit students explore the factors affecting 
business ideas, the business environment (internal and external), as well as the effect of 
these on planning a business. 

 
Unit 2: Establishing a Business 
This unit focuses on the establishment phase of a business which involves understanding 
the legal requirements of businesses. Students also consider business planning decisions 
including financial record keeping, staffing, and establishing a customer base. They 
investigate the essential features of effective marketing and consider the best way to 
meet the needs of the business in terms of staffing and financial record keeping. 

 
Unit 3: Managing a Business 
In this unit students explore the key processes and considerations for managing a 
business efficiently and effectively to achieve business objectives. Students examine 
different types of businesses and their respective objectives and stakeholders. They 
investigate strategies to manage both staff and business operations to meet objectives. 
Students compare theoretical perspectives with current practice using contemporary 
Australian and global business case studies from the past four years. 

 
Unit 4: Transforming a Business 
In this unit students continue to explore the key processes and considerations for 
managing a business efficiently and effectively to achieve business objectives. Students 
explore how businesses identify a need to implement change through use of key 
performance indicators and use the results to make decisions affecting the future of a 
business. They discuss and evaluate effective strategies for managing and implementing 
change. Using one or more contemporary business case studies from the past four years, 
students evaluate business practice against theory, considering how corporate social 
responsibility can be incorporated into the change process. 
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Geography 
Unit 1: Hazards and Disasters 
In this unit students explore different hazards through a wide range of situations including those 
within local areas, such as fast moving traffic or the likelihood of coastal erosion, to regional and 
global hazards such as drought and infectious disease. Students examine the processes involved 
with hazards and hazard events, including their causes and impacts, human responses to hazard 
events and interconnections between human activities and natural phenomena. This unit will help 
you understand about the many different types of hazards and disasters, famous hazard events 
(such as the 2004 Boxing Day Tsunami), and how people are using advanced technologies to help 
avoid catastrophic situations from occurring in the future. 

 
Unit 2: Tourism 
In this unit students investigate the characteristics of tourism, with particular emphasis on where it 
has developed, its various forms, how it has changed and continues to change over time. Students 
also investigate the impact of tourism on people, places and environments. Students will select 
contrasting examples of tourism from within Australia and elsewhere in the world to support a 
number of detailed investigations. This unit will help you understand the enormous impact tourism 
is currently having on our world, along with the positive and negative changes that stem from this 
phenomena. 

 
Unit 3: Changing the Land 
In this unit students explore two types of geographical change: change to land cover and change to 
land use. Land cover is the natural state of the biophysical environment developed over time as a 
result of the interconnection between climate, soils, landforms and flora and fauna and, 
increasingly, interconnections with human activity. People have modified land cover to produce a 
range of land uses to satisfy needs such as housing, farming, communication, recreation and so on. 
This unit will help you understand the intricate relationship between people and planet Earth, with a 
particular focus on the ways we are damaging and mending different environments and ecosystems 
around the globe. 

 
Unit 4: Human Population – Trend and Issues 
The rate of growth of the world’s population, from 2.5 billion in 1950 to over 7 billion since 2010, has 
never been seen before in human history. Much of the current growth is occurring within 
developing countries while the populations in many developed countries are either growing slowly 
or are declining. In this unit students investigate the geography of human populations. They explore 
the patterns of population change, movement and distribution, and how governments, 
organisations and individuals have responded to those changes in different parts of the world. 
Students will study population dynamics before undertaking an investigation into two significant 
population trends arising in different parts of the world. They examine the dynamics of populations 
and their economic, social, political and environmental impacts on people and places. This unit will 
help students understand many issues relating to sustainability and how these issues are closely 
tied to the incredible growth of human population since the industrial revolution. 
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History 
 

The study of VCE History examines human actions, forces and conditions that have 
shaped the past and the present. Students explore a variety of eras and periods, events, 
people, places and ideas. Modern History examines the causes and consequences of 
conflict and change in the modern era, while Revolutions explores the causes and 
consequences of significant social upheaval in Russian and China in the modern period. 

 
Unit 1: Modern History – Change & Conflict 
In the unit students investigate the nature of social, political, economic and cultural 
change in the later part of the 19th century and the first half of the 20th century. 
Students examine the inter-war years from post-World War 1 to the outbreak of World 
War 2, the political and economic instability, post-war treaties, new ideologies and power 
structures (such as the League of Nations) and the social and cultural changes. 

 
Unit 2: Modern History – The Changing World Order 
Students investigate the nature and impact of the Cold War and the challenges and 
changes to the social, political, economic structures and systems of power in the second 
half of the 20th century and the first decade of the 21st century. Students examine the 
competing ideologies of democracy and communism, the rise of social movements (e.g. 
civil rights movement), and new political partnerships (e.g. United Nations). Students 
explore the changing world order, advancements in technology and social mobility on a 
global scale (e.g. terrorism, global financial crisis or communication revolution through 
the internet). 
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History 
Unit 3 & 4 History Revolutions 
Revolutions represent great ruptures in time and are a major turning point in the 
collapse and destruction of an existing political order which results in extensive change 
to society. Revolutions are caused by the interplay of events, ideas, individuals and 
popular movements, and the interplay between the political, social, cultural, economic 
and environmental conditions. Their consequences have a profound effect on the 
political and social structures of the post-revolutionary society. 

 
Unit 3: The Russian Revolution 1896 – 1927 
We begin Unit 3 by exploring the events and conditions that contributed to the outbreak 
of revolution, such as institutional weaknesses and tensions in Tsarist Russia, 
culminating in the events of October 1917. The role of significant individuals in 
challenging or maintaining the power of the existing order will also be investigated as 
well as the contribution of popular movements in mobilising society and challenging the 
existing order. We then explore the challenges the new regime faced in attempting to 
consolidate its power such as the Civil War, Red and White Terror, the policies of State 
Capitalism and War Communism, and the Kronstadt Revolt. We conclude by investigating 
the diverse revolutionary experiences of social groups and their responses to the 
challenges and changes to the conditions of everyday life, including nobles, peasants, 
workers, the bourgeoisie and women. 

 
Unit 4: The Chinese Revolution 1912 – 1976 
Unit 4 begins by exploring China’s culture and society prior to 1912 and the events and 
conditions that contributed to the outbreak of revolution, including challenges to the 
early Republican era. The ideas that played a significant role in challenging the existing 
order, including Sun Yixian’s (Sun Yat-sen’s) Three Principles of the People, the New 
Culture Movement and Mao Zedong Thought (Maoism) will provide a context to the 
contribution of popular movements in mobilising society and challenging the existing 
order. We will then move onto the changes and continuities in political, social, cultural 
and economic conditions that influenced leaders to compromise and/or achieve their 
revolutionary ideals, such as features the Hundred Flowers Campaign, the Great Leap 
Forward and the Three Bad Years famine, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. We 
conclude by investigating the diverse revolutionary experiences of social groups and 
their responses to the challenges and changes to the conditions of everyday life, 
including landlords and peasants, women, intellectuals, business owners and workers, 
CCP Party Cadres, students and the Red Guards. 
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Legal Studies 

Unit 1: The Presumption of Innocence 
In this unit, students work to understand legal foundations, including the different types and 
sources of law and an overview of parliament and the courts. Students are introduced to the 
principles of justice. They investigate key concepts of criminal law and apply these to actual 
and/or hypothetical scenarios to determine whether an accused may be found guilty of a 
crime. In doing this, students develop an appreciation of the manner in which legal principles 
and information are used in making reasoned judgments and conclusions about the 
culpability of an accused. Students apply their understanding of how criminal cases are 
resolved and the effectiveness of types of different sanctions through consideration of recent 
criminal cases from the past four years. 

 
Unit 2: Wrongs and Rights 
Civil law aims to protect the rights of individuals. When rights are infringed, a dispute may 
arise requiring resolution, and remedies may be awarded. In this unit, students explore 
different areas of civil law, and the methods and institutions that may be used to resolve a 
civil dispute and provide remedies. They apply knowledge through an investigation of civil 
cases from the past four years. Students also develop an understanding of how human rights 
are protected in Australia and possible reforms to the protection of rights through an 
investigation of a a contemporary human rights issue in Australia. 

 
Unit 3: Rights and Justice 
The Victorian Justice System, which includes the criminal and civil justice systems, aims to 
protect the rights of individuals and uphold the principles of justice: fairness, equality and 
access. In this unit, students examine the methods and institutions in the criminal and civil 
Justice System, and consider the Magistrates’ Court, County Court and Supreme Court within 
the Victorian Court hierarchy, as well as other means and institutions used to determine and 
resolve cases. 
Students explore topics such as the rights available to an accused and to victims in the 
Criminal Justice System, the roles of the judge, jury, legal practitioners and the parties, and 
the ability of sanctions and remedies to achieve their purposes. 

 
Unit 4: The People, The Law and Reform 
The study of Australia’s laws and legal system includes an understanding of institutions that 
make and reform our laws. In this unit, students explore how the Australian Constitution 
establishes the law-making powers of the Commonwealth and state parliaments, and how it 
protects the Australian people through structures that act as a check on parliament in law-
making. Students develop an understanding of the significance of the High Court in 
protecting and interpreting the Australian Constitution by studying hypothetical and actual 
scenarios. 
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Food Studies 

Unit 1: Food origins 
Students focus on food from historical and cultural perspectives, and investigate the 
origins and roles of food through time and across the world. Students explore how 
humans have historically sourced their food, examining the general progression from 
hunter-gatherer to rural-based agriculture, to today’s urban living and global trade in 
food. Students consider the origins and significance of food through inquiry into one 
particular food-producing region of the world. Students consider the influence of 
innovations, technologies and globalisation on food patterns. Throughout this unit they 
complete topical and contemporary practical activities to enhance, demonstrate and 
share their learning with others. 

 
Unit 2: Food makers 
Students investigate food systems in contemporary Australia. They focus on commercial 
food production industries, look at food production in domestic and small-scale settings. 
Students gain insight into the significance of food industries to the Australian economy 
and investigate the capacity of industry to provide safe, high-quality food that meets the 
needs of consumers. Students use practical skills and knowledge to produce foods and 
consider a range of evaluation measures to compare their foods to commercial products. 
In demonstrating their practical skills, students design new food products and adapt 
recipes. 

 
Unit 3: Food in daily life 
Students investigate the many roles and everyday influences of food. They explore the 
science of food: our physical need for it and how it nourishes and sometimes harms our 
bodies. They analyse the scientific evidence, including nutritional rationale, behind the 
healthy eating recommendations of the Australian Dietary Guidelines and the Australian 
Guide to Healthy Eating, and develop their understanding of diverse nutrient 
requirements. Practical activities enable students to understand how to plan and prepare 
food to cater for various dietary needs through the production of everyday food that 
facilitates the establishment of nutritious and sustainable meal patterns. 

 
Unit 4: Food Issues, challenges and futures 
Students examine debates about Australia’s food systems as part of the global food 
systems and describe key issues relating to the challenge of adequately feeding a rising 
world population. They practise and improve their food selection skills by interpreting 
food labels and analysing the marketing terms used on food packaging. 
Students focus on issues about the environment and the challenges of food security, food 
sovereignty, food safety and food wastage. Students complete practical activities about 
environmental and ethical food issues, healthy eating recommendations of the Australian 
Dietary Guidelines and the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating. 
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Music Performance 

Unit 1: 
In this unit students explore and develop their understanding of how music is organised. 
Students perform, create, analyse and respond to music works that exhibit different 
approaches. They prepare and perform ensemble and solo musical works to develop 
technical control, expression and stylistic understanding. Students create (arrange, 
compose or improvise) short music exercises and pieces that reflect their understanding 
of the organization of music and the processes they have studied. They develop 
knowledge of music language concepts as they analyse and respond to a range of music. 

 
Unit 2: 
In this unit, students focus on the way music can be used to create an intended effect. By 
performing, analysing and responding to music works/examples that create different 
effects, students explore and develop their understanding of the possibilities of how 
effect can be created. Through creating their own music, they reflect this exploration and 
understanding. Students prepare and perform ensemble and solo musical works to 
develop technical control, expression and stylistic understanding  using  their chosen 
instrument/sound source. They create (arrange, compose or improvise) and analyse 
short music exercises that reflect their understanding of the organisation of music and 
the processes they have studied. 

 
Unit 3-4: Music Contemporary Performance 
This study offers pathways for students whose performance practice includes 
embellishment and/or improvisation, uses collaborative and aural practices in learning, 
often takes recordings as a primary text, and projects a personal voice. Students identify 
technical, expressive and stylistic challenges relevant to works they are preparing for 
performance and endeavour to address these challenges. 

 
Students may present with any instrument or combination of instruments which will be 
suitable to convey understanding of the key knowledge and application of key skills for 
Outcome 1, with styles including (but not limited to) rock, pop, jazz, EDM, country, funk 
and R&B. Students prepare a program for assessment in a live performance. They may be 
assessed as primarily a member of a group or as a solo performer. All performances must 
include at least one ensemble work with another live musician and an original work 
created by an Australian artist since 1990. Students can present performances of both 
ensemble and solo music works and take opportunities to perform in both familiar and 
unfamiliar venues and spaces. 
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Art Creative Practice 
VCE Art Creative Practice focuses on self-directed learning, creative and critical thinking, and 
creative problem-solving. 

 
Unit 1: Interpreting artworks and exploring the Creative Practice 
Students use Experiential learning in Making and Responding to explore ideas using the 
Creative Practice. As the artist and audience, students consider their connection to artworks, 
and how their communication of ideas and presentation of artworks challenge, shape and 
influence viewer or audience perspectives. 

 
Unit 2: Interpreting artworks and developing the Creative Practice 
Students use Inquiry learning to investigate the artistic and collaborative practices of artists. 
They use the Cultural Lens, and the other Interpretive Lenses as appropriate, to examine 
artworks from different periods of time and cultures, and to explore the different ways that 
artists interpret and communicate social and personal ideas in artworks 

 
Unit 3: Investigation, ideas, artworks and the Creative Practice 
Students use Inquiry and Project-based learning to develop a Body of Work. They explore 
ideas and experiment with materials, techniques and processes using the Creative Practice. 
The research of historical and contemporary artists is integral to students’ use of the Creative 
Practice and informs the basis of their investigation. Students also investigate the issues that 
may arise from the artworks they view and discuss, or those evolving from the practice of the 
artist. Unit 3 commences with students researching the practice of a selected artist as the 
starting point to develop a finished artwork. The finished artwork will contribute to the Body 
of Work developed over Units 3 and 4. 

 
Unit 4: Interpreting, resolving and presenting artworks and the Creative Practice 
Students continue to develop their art practice through Project-based and Inquiry learning as 
their research and exploration continues to support the development of their Body of Work. 
Students study the practices of selected historical and contemporary artists to inform their 
own art practice. They analyse, compare and interpret the meanings and messages of 
artworks produced by the artists they study. Students also apply the Interpretive Lenses 
throughout the Creative Practice to resolve and refine their Body of Work. 
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Art Making and Exhibiting 

Learning in VCE Art Making and Exhibiting provides students with opportunities to 
recognise their individual potential as artists, encourages self-expression and creativity, 
and can build confidence and a sense of individual identity. The study allows students to 
explore and experiment in creating, developing and engaging with the visual arts and 
helps build a strong skill set. 

 
Unit 1: Explore, expand and investigate 
In this unit students explore materials, techniques and processes in a range of art forms. 
They expand their knowledge and understanding of the characteristics, properties and 
application of materials used in art making. They explore selected materials to 
understand how they relate to specific art forms and how they can be used in the making 
of artworks. 

 
Unit 2: Understand, develop and resolve 
In Unit 2 students continue to research how artworks are made by investigating how 
artists use aesthetic qualities to represent ideas in artworks. Students respond to a set 
theme and progressively develop their own ideas. Students learn how to develop their 
ideas using materials, techniques and processes, and art elements and art principles. 

 
Unit 3: Collect, extend and connect 
In this unit students are actively engaged in art making using materials, techniques and 
processes. Students use their Visual Arts journal to record their art making. They record 
their research of artists, artworks and collected ideas and also document the iterative 
and interrelated aspects of art making to connect the inspirations and influences they 
have researched. 

 
Unit 4: Consolidate, present and conserve 
In Unit 4 students make connections to the artworks they have made in Unit 3, 
consolidating and extending their ideas and art making to further refine and resolve 
artworks in -specific art forms. The progressive resolution of these artworks is 
documented in the student’s Visual Arts journal, demonstrating their developing 
technical skills in a specific art form. 
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Visual Communication and Design 
Students employ a design process to generate and develop visual communications. The 
design process provides a structure to organise design thinking and is shaped by 
considerations of aesthetics and functionality, as well as social, cultural, environmental and 
economic factors. The study of Visual Communication Design can provide pathways to training 
and tertiary study in design and design-related studies, including communication, industrial 
and fashion design, architecture and media. 

 
Unit 1: Finding, reframing and resolving design problems 
In this unit students are introduced to the practices and processes used by designers to 
identify, reframe and resolve human-centred design problems. They learn how design can 
improve life and living for people, communities and societies, and how understandings of 
good design have changed over time. Students learn the value of human-centred research 
methods, working collaboratively to discover design problems and understand the 
perspectives of stakeholders. They draw on these new insights to determine communication 
needs and prepare design criteria in the form of a brief. 
Practical projects in Unit 1 focus on the design of messages and objects, while introducing the 
role of visual language in communicating ideas and information. Students learn to apply the 
Develop and Deliver phases of the VCD design process and use methods, media and materials 
typically employed in the specialist fields of communication and industrial design. Student 
projects invite exploration of brand strategy and product development, while promoting 
sustainable and circular design practices. They also consider how design decisions are shaped 
by economic, technological, cultural, environmental and social factors, and the potential for 
design to instigate change. 

 
Unit 2: Design contexts and connections 
Unit 2 builds on understandings of visual communication practices developed in Unit 1. 
Students draw on conceptions of good design, human-centred research methods and 
influential design factors as they revisit the VCD design process, applying the model in its 
entirety. Practical tasks across the unit focus on the design of environments and interactive 
experiences. Students adopt the practices of design specialists working in fields such as 
architecture, landscape architecture and interior design, while discovering the role of the 
interactive designer in the realm of user-experience (UX). Methods, media and materials are 
explored together with the design elements and principles, as students develop spaces and 
interfaces that respond to both contextual factors and user needs. 
Students also look to historical movements and cultural design traditions as sources of 
inspiration, and in doing so consider how design from other times and places might influence 
designing for the future. Students learn about protocols for the creation and commercial use 
of Indigenous knowledge in design, with a particular focus on Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander design traditions and practices. Students also consider how issues of ownership and 
intellectual property impact the work of designers across contexts and specialist fields. 
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Visual Communication and Design 

Unit 3: Visual communication in design practice 
In this unit students explore and experience the ways in which designers work, while also 
analysing the work that they design. Through a study of contemporary designers practising in 
one or more fields of design practice, students gain deep insights into the processes used to 
design messages, objects, environments and/or interactive experiences. They compare the 
contexts in which designers work, together with their relationships, responsibilities and the 
role of visual language when communicating and resolving design ideas. Students also identify 
the obligations and factors that influence the changing nature of professional design practice, 
while developing their own practical skills in relevant visual communication practices. 
Students explore the Discover, Define and Develop phases of the VCD design process to 
address a selected design problem. In the Discover and Define phases, research methods are 
used to gather insights about stakeholders and a design problem, before preparing a single 
brief for a real or fictional client that defines two distinct communication needs. Students then 
embark on the Develop phase of the VCD design process, once for each communication need. 
They generate, test and evaluate design ideas and share these with others for critique. These 
design ideas are further developed in Unit 4, before refinement and resolution of design 
solutions. 

 
Unit 4: Delivering design solutions 
In this unit students continue to explore the VCD design process, resolving design concepts 
and presenting solutions for two distinct communication needs. Ideas developed in Unit 3, 
Outcome 3 are evaluated, selected, refined and shared with others for further review. An 
iterative cycle is undertaken as students rework ideas, revisit research and review design 
criteria defined in the brief. Manual and digital methods, media and materials are explored 
together with design elements and principles, and concepts tested using models, mock-ups or 
low-fidelity prototypes. 

 
When design concepts are resolved, students devise a pitch to communicate and justify their 
design decisions, before responding to feedback through a series of final refinements. 
Students choose how best to present design solutions, considering aesthetic impact and the 
communication of ideas. They select materials, methods and media appropriate for the 
presentation of final design solutions distinct from one another in purpose and presentation 
format, and that address design criteria specified in the brief. 
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Media 
This study provides students with the opportunity to examine the media in both historical 
and contemporary contexts while developing skills in media design and production in a 
range of media forms. VCE Media supports students to develop and refine their planning 
and analytical skills, and their critical and creative thinking and expression, and to 
strengthen their communication skills and technical knowledge. Students gain knowledge 
and skills in planning and expression that are valuable for participation in, and contribution 
to, contemporary society. This study leads to pathways for further theoretical and/or 
practical study at tertiary level or in vocational education and training settings, including 
screen and media, marketing and advertising, games and interactive media, 
communication and writing, graphic and communication design, photography and 
animation. 

 
Unit 1: Media forms, representations and Australian stories 
In this unit, students develop an understanding of audiences and the core concepts 
underpinning the construction of representations and meaning in different media forms. 
Students analyse how representations, narratives and media codes and conventions 
contribute to the construction of the media realities that audiences read and engage with. 
Through analysing the structure of narratives, students consider the impact of media 
creators and institutions on production. Students work in a range of media forms and 
develop and produce representations to demonstrate an understanding of the 
characteristics of each media form, and how they contribute to the communication of 
meaning. Students develop an understanding of the features of Australian fictional and 
non-fictional narratives in different media forms. They experience the voices and stories of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander creators to gain an understanding and appreciation of 
how their stories contribute to our cultural identity. 

 
Unit 2: Narrative across media forms 
Media industries such as journalism and film making are built upon the creation and 
distribution of narratives constructed in the form of a series of interconnected images 
and/or sounds and/or words, using media codes and conventions. In this unit, students 
further develop an understanding of the concept of narrative in media products and forms 
in different contexts. Narratives in both traditional and newer forms include film, 
television, digital streamed productions, audio news, print, photography, games and 
interactive digital forms. Students analyse the influence of developments in media 
technologies on individuals and society; design, production and distribution of narratives in 
the media; and audience engagement, consumption and reception. 
Students undertake production activities to design and create narratives that demonstrate 
an awareness of the structures and media codes and conventions appropriate to 
corresponding media forms. 
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Media 
Unit 3: Media narratives, contexts and pre-production 
In this unit, students explore stories that circulate in society through a close analysis of a 
media narrative. Students consider the use of codes and narrative conventions to structure 
meaning and explore the role these play in media narratives. Through the close analysis of 
a media narrative, students develop media language and terminology and a deeper 
understanding of how codes and narrative conventions are combined in a narrative. They 
study how social, historical, institutional, culture, economic and political contexts may 
influence the construction of media narratives and audience readings. 

 
In unit 3 students also investigate a media form that aligns with their interests and intent, 
developing an understanding of the codes and narrative conventions appropriate to 
audience engagement, consumption and reception within the selected media form. 
Students use the pre-production stage of the media production process to design the 
production of a media product for a specified audience. They explore and experiment with 
media technologies to develop skills in their selected media form, and reflect on and 
document their progress. 

 
Unit 4: Media production; agency and control in and of the media 
In this unit students focus on the production and post-production stages of the media 
production process, bringing the pre-production plans created in Unit 3 to their realisation. 
Students refine their media production in response to feedback and through personal 
reflection, documenting the iterations of their production as they work towards 
completion. 

 
Students view a range of media products that demonstrate a range of values and views, 
and they analyse the role that media products and their creators play within the contexts 
of their time and place of production. Students explore the relationship between the media 
and audiences, focusing on the opportunities and challenges afforded by current 
developments in the media industry. They consider the nature of communication between 
the media and audiences, explore the capacity of the media to be used by governments, 
institutions and audiences, and analyse the role of the Australian government in regulating 
the media. 
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